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were repulsed at all points; one of their columns, consisting of 1,000 men under General Weber, with, six guns, was actually c.ut off and captured in Aspern.
So far the Emperor had been acting on the defensive, while the troops were crossing the river, but now that the-numbers whom he had on the battle-field were doubled, and Marshal Davout's corps had assembled at Ebersdorf, and begun to cross, Napoleon judged that the time had come for assuming the offensive, and ordered Marshal Lannes at the head of the infantry divisions of Saint-Hilaire, Tharreau, Clapar&de, and Demont, followed by two divisions of cuirassiers, to break the enemy's centre. Lannes advanced proudly into the plain • nothing could resist him. In a moment he captured a battalion, five guns, and a flag. At •first the Austrians retreated in good order, but as their centre was obliged to extend in proportion as we advanced, it was at last broken through. Their troops fell into such disorder that we could see the officers and sergeants striking their soldiers with sticks, without being able to keep them in the ranks. If our advance had continued a few moments-longer, it would have been all up with the Archduke's army.
